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Authorized Use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems/Drones 
 
The Board of Education (the “Board”) for Mapleton Public Schools (the “District”) supports 
and encourages the use of innovative and emerging technologies, including unmanned 
aircraft systems or drones, to further the goals and objectives of the educational program. 
However, the Board must also consider how the use of such technologies may impact the 
safety, security, and privacy of people and property. Therefore, the Board authorizes the 
use of small, unmanned aircraft systems on District property and at District-sponsored 
events and activities in accordance with this policy. Federal, State, and local laws or 
regulations regarding the use of unmanned aircraft systems govern if contradictory or 
more restrictive than this policy.  
 
This policy applies to all students, employees, contractors, vendors, school visitors, and 
other members of the general public while operating on District property and at District-
sponsored events or activities.  
 
Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply. 
 
An “unmanned aircraft system” (UAS) is an aircraft operated without the possibility of 
direct human intervention from within or on the aircraft. 
  
A “small, unmanned aircraft” means an unmanned aircraft system (UAS) weighing less than 
55 pounds on takeoff, including everything that is on board or otherwise attached to the 
aircraft. A “small, unmanned aircraft system” (small UAS) means a small, unmanned 
aircraft and its associated elements (including communication links and the components 
that control the small, unmanned aircraft) that are required for the safe and efficient 
operation of the small, unmanned aircraft in the national airspace system.  
 
“Visual observer” means a person who is designated by the remote pilot in command to 
assist the remote pilot in command and the person manipulating the flight controls of the 
small UAS to see and avoid other air traffic or objects aloft or on the ground. 
 
“Control station” means an interface used by the remote pilot to control the flight path of 
the small, unmanned aircraft. 
 
The “use” of an unmanned aircraft includes the launch, operation, and/or recovery of the 
unmanned aircraft. 
 
“District property” includes any property owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by the 
Board of Education for Mapleton Public Schools.  
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The use of an unmanned aircraft is for a “recreational” purpose if the use is solely for 
personal interests or enjoyment. Use for educational, work, business purposes, 
compensation, or hire is not considered recreational.  
 
Authorized Use of an Unmanned Aircraft 
 
Any student, employee, contractor, or other members of the public wishing to operate an 
unmanned aircraft on District property for educational, District, or commercial purposes, 
including at athletic events, must first seek permission from the Superintendent (or 
designee).  
 
Requests must be submitted in writing at least two (2) business days prior to the requested 
date of use. The remote pilot in command must make the request and specify the purpose, 
date, time, and length of the flight. The requestor must acknowledge and agree to comply 
with this policy, and the local and FAA Regulations for Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems at 
all times.  
 
Prior to approval, the requestor must provide proof of insurance for the aircraft and 
adequate liability coverage for any claims arising from the use of the unmanned aircraft. 
The requestor must provide proof of registration, certification, permits, and/or waivers 
required by the FAA to operate the unmanned aircraft for the intended purpose.  
 
The use of a UAS for recreational purposes on District property or at District-sponsored 
events or activities during the school day or at any other time when students or employees 
may be present outdoors is strictly prohibited. 
  
Guidelines for the Operation of Unmanned Aircraft Systems  
 
An unmanned aircraft used on District property or at a District-sponsored event or activity 
must be operated by, or under the direct supervision of, an FAA-certified drone pilot. To 
qualify as an FAA-certified drone pilot, an individual must obtain a Remote Pilot Certificate 
from the FAA and have the certificate easily accessible during all use. 
 
The unmanned aircraft must be registered with the FAA and marked with the registration 
number. 
 
The unmanned aircraft must not exceed 55 pounds in weight and have a maximum 
groundspeed of 100 mph or less. 
 
The operator must fly the unmanned aircraft during daylight only and must keep the 
unmanned aircraft within his or her visual line of sight at all times unless the 
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Superintendent (or designee) has given written permission to use the unmanned aircraft 
after sunset. 
 
The operator must not fly the unmanned aircraft above 400 feet in uncontrolled airspace 
and must not fly the unmanned aircraft in controlled space without prior FAA 
authorization. 
 
The operator must not fly the unmanned aircraft over people, groups of people, public 
events, stadiums full of people, or near emergency response activities. An unmanned 
aircraft may be flown over an athletic field, provided it does not fly over the seating area 
without prior written permission from the Superintendent (or designee). 
 
The operator is strictly prohibited from operating an unmanned aircraft while under the 
influence of or while impaired by any controlled substance or alcohol, including marijuana. 
Failure to adhere to this rule will result in disciplinary action and anyone involved in the 
flight operation will be prohibited from future approval.  
 
Taking photographs and recording (video or audio) with an unmanned aircraft is strictly 
prohibited unless specifically authorized by the Superintendent (or designee). 
 
The use of an unmanned aircraft inside any enclosed building (including any school or 
other building under construction) or indoors at a District sponsored event off school 
property is prohibited without the express written approval of the Superintendent (or 
designee). 
 
All computer software, applications, and firmware associated with the unmanned aircraft 
system must be up to date with the latest version.  
 
Any unmanned aircraft owned by the District must be properly insured and must be 
scheduled and operated as required by the District’s liability coverage agreement. 
 
Operation of Unmanned Aircraft for Instructional Purposes 
 
Request for permission to operate an unmanned aircraft on District property directly 
related to an instructional purpose must be approved by the School Director. 
 
A student attending a District school may operate a small, unmanned aircraft on District 
property as part of a class designed for this purpose under the direct supervision of a 
District employee and in compliance with this policy. 
  
To receive approval from the School Director, the supervising staff member must submit 
the following information in writing to the administration: 
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• The ages and grades of the students who would be flying the aircraft under the staff 
member’s supervision. 

• The size and weight of the unmanned aircraft. 
• The educational purpose of the activity.  
• The level of supervision including teacher-to-student ratio and supervision/safety 

plan; and,  
• The location of the lesson and a list of all possible locations where the unmanned 

aircraft will be flown. 
 
Safety 
 
Unmanned aircraft are exposed to and create a variety of hazards including weather, loss of 
power, loss of connectivity, and aerial hazards. To reduce the chance of injury or accident, 
the operator will: 

• Check the UAS to determine whether it is in a condition for safe operation prior to 
the flight. 

• Ensure the flight area is clear and free of any hazards. 
• Assign a visual observer to assist, if needed, to ensure a visual line of sight is kept on 

the unmanned aircraft for the duration of the flight. 
• Maintain physical control of the control station at all times to ensure an immediate 

response in the event of an emergency; and,  
• Adhere to all relevant FAA regulations, District, and State laws, policies, operating 

procedures, regulations, and guidelines while deploying the unmanned aircraft. 
 
Pedestrian and vehicle traffic should be restricted under the immediate flight path of the 
unmanned aircraft when possible. The takeoff and landing should be isolated, well defined, 
and out of paths of travel when possible. 
 
Student Privacy 
 
Any recording or photograph of students or staff created from the use of an unmanned 
aircraft on District property in the possession of the District is an education record subject 
to the protection under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and district 
policy.  
 
Adopted August 23, 2022, by the Board of Education for Mapleton Public Schools.  
 
LEGAL REFERENCES: 

14 CFR Part 107 (FAA Regulations for Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems) 

 


